The Alliance of Literary Societies, AGM Weekend

18-20 May 2018

Things to do in Birmingham while you are here.

	Visit the Birmingham Library
	The Library is in Centenary Square, on Broad Street, and is open from 11 am to 5 pm – closed on Sundays. It was built in 2013, and amongst its collections are the Boulton and Watt archives, and the Parker collection of children’s books. It also has one of the two most important Shakespeare collections in the world.

	
	

	Visit the Birmingham Back to Backs
	Owned by the National Trust, the Back to Backs is a 19th c. courtyard of working people’s houses. Usually open from about 10.15 am, you do have to book in advance. A short walk from the Ibis, at 55 – 63 Hurst Street/ 50 – 54 Inge Street, B5 4TE.

	
	

	Visit the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery
	A magnificent building in Chamberlain Square, B3 3DH. Open from around 10 am to 5 pm. Splendid collection of art – and, of course, some of the Staffordshire Hoard. Edwardian tea rooms. This is where we will be holding the Pre-Raphaelite tour on the Sunday.

	
	

	Take a short trip out to the Barber Institute of Fine Arts
	This is a gem of a collection housed on the University of Birmingham campus, on Edgbaston Park Road, three miles from the city centre. Open 10 am – 5 pm Monday to Friday; and 11 am to 5 pm on Saturday/ Sunday. Get there by a short train ride from New Street to University – and walk across campus; or the 61/63 bus from outside New Street Station along the Bristol Road (alight at Edgbaston Park Road and walk up). Website www.barber.org.uk.

	
	

	Visit Sarehole Mill
	This is a 250-year old working watermill famous for its association with

 J R R Tolkien. At Cole Bank Road, Birmingham B13 OBD. Open Wednesday – Sunday 11 am to 4 pm. Number 5 bus from city centre. (See National Express West Midlands for details.)

	
	

	Take the tram to the Jewellery Quarter
	The Museum of the Jewellery Quarter is at 75 – 80 Vyse Street B18 6HA. Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30 am to 5 pm. The Royal Birmingham Society of Arts has a Gallery at 4 Brook Street, St Paul’s B3 1SA in the centre of the Quarter, open 10.30 am to 5 pm (Mon – Sat) and 1 pm – 5 pm on Sundays. The Birmingham to Wolverhampton tram runs from the back of New Street Station to the Jewellery Quarter and St Paul’s. 

	
	

	Sunday morning services

(The timings are as at publication of this programme so you might like to check to see if there are any changes closer to the time.)
	St Martin in the Bull Ring was built in 1873 and is an example of gothic Victorian architecture, designed by Alfred Chatwin. Their Communion service is usually 9.30 am on Sunday, with The Crossing Service at 11 am.

Birmingham Cathedral (St Philip’s) was built in 1715 and is an example of elegant English Baroque architecture. One of the oldest buildings in the city still used for its original purpose. It contains stained glass windows designed by Edward Burne-Jones. Holy Communion at 9 am on Sunday, with a Choral Eucharist at 11 am.



	
	

	These are just a few suggestions. There is much more. Of course, you can just chill out at a canal side bar or restaurant. We are supposed to have more canals than Venice!


The Alliance of Literary Societies (ALS)
AGM Weekend in Birmingham
18 – 20 May 2018
	   Registration Form

	

	Title:
	First name:
	
	Surname:
	

	

	Address:
	

	

	

	Email:
	

	Tel No:
	

	

	Society name:
	

	Please tick the relevant boxes below and enter the number of people wishing to attend each.


	Yes
	Number
	Item
	Cost per person

	
	
	I would like to attend the informal Chinese buffet on Friday evening
	Pay on the night

	
	
	I shall be attending the ALS AGM only – on Saturday at 2pm.
	Free

	
	
	I wish to register for the Saturday event, which includes refreshments, 3-course buffet lunch and the talks.
	£25

	
	
	I would like to read at the Saturday evening dinner. Please note that readings should be short (e.g. one short poem, or no more than three pages of text)
	Free

	
	
	I wish to attend the Saturday evening dinner at the Ibis (3-course set menu with tea/coffee; drinks extra). A vegetarian option will be available.
	£25

	
	
	I would like to join the Pre-Raphaelite guided tour of the Museum and Art Gallery on the Sunday at 10.30 am.
	£5

	

	Dietary requirements:
(e.g. allergies/vegetarian)
	
	

	Total to pay
	


Payment: Please send a cheque (made payable to The Alliance of Literary Societies) by 23 April 2018 to Linda Curry, Chair, ALS, 59 Bryony Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 4BY. If you have any questions about the event, you can email me at ljc1049@gmail.com. 

